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In the aftermath of the Beirut explosion, the city faces the challenge of healing while new
crises inflict further wounds. Who will leave the country and at what cost?



SYNOPSIS

Beirut lies in ruins. After the explosion in the city’s port collective trauma rises to the surface.
How can life succeed after such a tragedy? The film carefully observes the following three years and zooms in on the lives
of Aya - a Syrian refugee girl, Selim - an activist and painter, the Aladdin family - mourning a tragic loss,
Yasmin - picking up calls at a suicide prevention hotline and Andrea - who still believes in the city’s spark for change.
Meanwhile, a smoldering fire keeps on lingering in the port’s silos like a cautionary tale. Is it time to leave?



NO EXPLOSIONS

TO ENJOY
FIREWORKS

YOU WOULD HAVE
TO HAVE LIVED

A DIFFRENT KIND

OF LIFE

poem by Naomi Shihab Nye




PROTAGONISTS

Yasmin works as a phone operator at
the only suicide prevention hotline
in Lebanon, called ‘Embrace’.

»The early morning hours are the darkest ones”

The calls that reach her at that
time, carry the gloomiest thoughts.
With incredible empathy and wisdom,
Yasmin guides and helps her callers to bring
back some light that has been swallowed.

»~Talking saves lives”

Although the trauma being discussed
is also her own, her gift of listening and
comforting shows: Where a state fails,
humans rise to the occasion.

YASMIN



~We are a ‘What will happen next’

our brain and body into shutdown

With a chronic hyper-activation of

when we are not.”

embrace
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her life Until the Beirut port expi 'd'?i*'
Afterwards, dance became | er so}‘a qﬂ

wherqmovﬁnent is woven into the C

every social life as.a way F_@f f@gl g ling, > ‘
she emB:a (S Or ‘the | mﬁ y of It rapv.
To dance I| e her father dld
ce-iounder of Belrut PF s
b, a hub for eontempor-ary"ﬁance and physm“"’f X T
theater in Beirut, which creates ec educational and
_ professmnal opportunities for performers in Beirut. o .
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ol want to feel, | want to be able tobe. e s e ;;‘.:*
vulnerable, | want to be able to feel the pain.” =1 : R ;
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%;es in front of government buildings, together with his pregnant sister
nd his mother. Their younger brother, Mohammad, died in the explosion.
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Jamal and his family live in humble
circumstances. Beekeeping and growing
their own vegetables gets them by, but
the ongoing economic crisis threatens to

suffocate even this.

As the entire family experiences heavy
beating during a protest by the military,
no medicine can be found
to ease their pain.

The only remedy against all this
agony is their strong family bond
and their faith. ~



Selim chooses colors instead of fire.
He surrenders to his pain while mal-
treating the canvas in the process.

His paintings tell the story of the
struggle for justice: ,We turned
you into a mass grave truth,
oh Beirut” reads one of them,
covered in scratches and tears
from the explosion.

He works next to cduntless blisterP
packs of anti-anxiety medication,
cigarette butts and empty beer
bottles. Trying to self medicate to
make it through the day.

SELIM



Selim de

life to political activism, not only
throu S

3s a human rights advisor.
'
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Worki l! el supports the people*

with hi ence of previous wars.
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VISUAL

LANGUAGE
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e o (% . muﬁ
y- In‘re—pr otagonist and -nu,xu-"- N assighe F\e in
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The camera ) observes in mostly s{allc ;
T -gge reinforces the feeling of

ation and lack of political development.

|

ach-stor
this poetic mosaic of a city.

. Theim ility
dmgjh%nbem T&m

otagonists manage to escape their dissociative state and the

ives way to new vitality, the visual language also chaf
ese liberating moments become an ode to resilience and resistance.
% The camera breaks away, frees itself from the tripod and accompanies

" Ava, Andrea, Selim, Jamal & Nabila energetically, intimately and
' fiercely on their path of transformation.

Filming real life as it happens, bit by bit, overiheg: urfof three years

-\ UEE cru&al for this project. Giving the time t e invisible as a
' torlet-the,camera dissapear. By alwa Eael herQ,__for the

morning coffee equally as for the hardes ments. - v
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ORIGINAL SCORE - HVOB

The electronicmusic duo HVOB composed atemarkably -
tender score for To Close Your Eyes And See Fire.

- Famous around theglobe for their signifiecant sound of __ i
- the hardest and yet the softest kind, HVOB has played — -
: plenty shows in Lebanon, over many years. ,
Through their strong bond to Beirut and its people,
they did not only compose*the original score to the film,
but also became part of the filming process.
HVOB were one of the first international artist to return their live show
to the country, as the clubs started opening up again post
explosion. One of their concerts is now part of the film. Andrea looses

— herself to their music before everything takes a sudden turn.

)

The title track to To Close Your Eyes And See Fire

is called ‘"Home’ and will be released
by HVOB in March 2025.
www.hvob-music.com

—-7/0b



WORLD SALES

FEATURING

GENRE

LENGTH

LANGUAGE
SHOOTING LOCATION
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BIOGRAPHY

Nicola von Leffern, born 1986 in Hamburg, Ger-
many & Jakob Carl Sauer, born 1989 in Klagen-
furt, Austria, met during their student days at the
Film Academy in Vienna and developed their
directing style and audiovisual language, over the
past decade. Previous short films have garnered
international attention, won at multiple festivals,
including being nominated for the Austrian Film
Award and led to this first feature length project.
Their hearts beat for courageous rebels, poetic
cinema and intimate portraits.

First coming to the region over twelve years ago
through NGO work, Lebanon stayed dear to our he-
arts ever since. In 2015 we produced & directed the
short documentary ,Mafi Kahraba” (Winner Vienna
Shorts) focussing on the electricity crisis in Beirut and
the many refugee camps who suffer from this ongo-
ing issue. In recent years we followed the Lebanon
revolution with great hope and the Beirut blast with
great horror.

.10 close your eyes and see fire” started as an explo-
ration on resilience right in the middle of a spiral of
disasters. This film amplifies the voices of those who
never stop pushing forward, for justice, for a future,
for a safe place to live. Residing under the same roof
as our protagonists became crucial for telling their
stories in a gentle rhythm. Part-taking as a fly on the
wall in their domesticity, portraying the personal as
political and creating cinéma vérité during the past
three years of filming.



Documenta n/ HD / Color

K3 Film Festival - Winner Audience Award ‘19

Berlin Commercial - Winner Social Impact Award ‘20
Diagonale Film Festival - Official Selection ‘20
Vienna Shorts - Official Selection ‘20

Funf Seen Film Festival - Official Selection ‘20

Short Waves - Official Selection ‘21

PUNKS IN MYANMAR (Director)
Documentary / MMR, DE 2016 / 20 min / HD / Color
TV Reportage

SAFARI IN TEXAS (Director)
Documentary / USA, DE 2016 / 20min /HD / Color
TV Reportage

NICOLA VON LEFFERN

TRACES IN THE FORREST or, Cinematographer)
Documentary / BIH, AT 2020 / 52 min / HD / Color

Sarajevo Film Festival - Official Selection ‘22
Fipadoc, Int. Documentary Film Festival 23
Diagonale - Official Selection ‘23

' Ethnocineca - Nominee for ADA-Award ‘23

BLOOM (Co-Director, Cinematographer)
Documentary / UGA, AT 2019 / 7 min / HD / Color

K3 Film Festival - Winner Audience Award ‘19

Berlin Commercial - Winner Social Impact Award ‘20
Diagonale Film Festival - Official Selection ‘20

VIRGIN WOODS (Cinematographer)
Fiction / PL, AT 2017 / 35 min / S16mm / Color

Austrian Film Awards - Nomination ‘19
Diagonale - Official Selection 18
Warsaw Film Festival - Official Selection “17

JAKOB CARL SAUER
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