


In the aftermath of the Beirut explosion, the city faces the challenge of healing while new 
crises inflict further wounds. Who will leave the country and at what cost? 

L O G L I N E



Beirut lies in ruins. After the explosion in the city‘s port collective trauma rises to the surface. 
�ow can life succeed after such a tra}edy? /he wl� carefully oLserves the followin} three years and âoo�s in on the lives 

of Aya - a Syrian refugee girl, Selim - an activist and painter, the Aladdin family - mourning a tragic loss, 
Yasmin - picking up calls at a suicide prevention hotline and čndrea � who still Lelieves in the city¼s s«ar� for chan}e.

�eanwhile] a s�olderin} wre �ee«s on lin}erin} in the «ort½s silos li�e a cautionary tale. �s it ti�e to leave? 

S Y N O P S I S



NO EXPLOSIONS

TO ENJOY
FIREWORKS
YOU WOULD HAVE
TO HAVE LIVED
A DIFFRENT KIND
OF LIFE

poem by Naomi Shihab Nye



YA S M I N

P R O TA G O N I S T S

Yasmin works as a phone operator at 
the only suicide prevention hotline 

in Lebanon, called ‘Embrace‘. 

„The early morning hours are the darkest ones“ 

The calls that reach her at that 
time, carry the gloomiest thoughts. 

With incredible empathy and wisdom, 
Yasmin guides and helps her callers to bring 
back some light that has been swallowed.

„Talking saves lives“

Although the trauma being discussed 
is also her own, her gift of listening and 
comforting shows: Where a state fails,

 humans rise to the occasion. 



„We are a ‘What will happen next‘ 
country. Every emergency reverts 
our brain and body into shutdown 

mode in attempt to find safety. 

With a chronic hyper-activation of 
our nervous system, we resume 

functioning the next day. 

But don‘t let this trauma response 
fool you to think we are ok

when we are not.“



AYA



čya and her fa�ily live in an under}round }ara}e Letween cars and concrete.
 -he �ee«s wa�in} u« fro� ni}ht�ares while her Lrothers tease her for Lein} scared. -till under shoc�] 

čya fears another eÝ«losion. �er «arents] -yrian refu}ees] consider hu�an trafwc�in} to esca«e the country. 
čya wishes herself away with the «a«er «lanes that she throws towards 	eiruts harLor. 

Will they Le aLle to leave?



A N D R E A
Andrea spent a whole year on the streets of 

Beirut in the 2019 uprising, protesting for change 
and w}htin} for a Letter future. 	ut the eÝ«losion 

too� her wre into a different direction.

Dance and movement stayed a secondary part of 
her life until the 	eirut «ort eÝ«losion. 

čfterwards] dance Leca�e her solace. �n a city 
where �ove�ent is woven into the faLric of 

every social life as a way of feeling and healing, 
she e�Lar�s on the �ourney of �ove�ent thera«y. 

/o dance] li�e her father did. 

Andrea is now the co-founder of Beirut Physical 
�aL] a huL for conte�«orary dance and «hysical 
theater in Beirut, which creates educational and 

«rofessional o««ortunities for «erfor�ers in 	eirut.

„I want to feel, I want to be able to be 
vulnerable, I want to be able to feel the pain.“



d*ere� when you close your eyes you see fire. 
6he fire of the people� the fire for change� that makes you want to stay. 

$ut also the fire� that Durns everything to the ground.p



J A M A L‘ S  F A M I LY

Jamal burns tires in front of government buildings, together with his pregnant sister Nabila 
and his mother. Their younger brother, Mohammad, died in the explosion. 

Betrayed by the ruling class and left to deal with this fate: 
„Our government did this“ is what they keep saying. „Our government did this“ is what they keep saying. „Our government did this“



Jamal and his family live in humble 
circumstances. Beekeeping and growing 
their own vegetables gets them by, but 

the ongoing economic crisis threatens to 
suffocate even this. 

As the entire family experiences heavy 
beating during a protest by the military, 

no medicine can be found 
to ease their pain. 

The only remedy against all this 
agony is their strong family bond 

and their faith. 



S E L I M

-eli� chooses colors instead of wre. 
He surrenders to his pain while mal-
treatin} the canvas in the «rocess. 

His paintings tell the story of the 
struggle for justice: „We turned 
you into a mass grave for truth, 

oh Beirut“ reads one of them, oh Beirut“ reads one of them, oh Beirut“
covered in scratches and tears 

fro� the eÝ«losion. 

He works next to countless blister 
packs of anti-anxiety medication, 
cigarette butts and empty beer 

Lottles. /ryin} to self �edicate to 
�a�e it throu}h the day.



Selim dedicates his life to political activism, not only 
through art, but also as a human rights advisor. 

Working in areas of crisis he supports the people 
with his knowlege and experience of previous wars. 

While wl�in} he eÝ«resses the wish to leave for the 
Ukraine as he would rather work in a war zone, 

than a minute longer in Lebanon.

d+nve seen wars Defore. + lived under the (-��ns fighter Lets� DomDing $eirut. 
$ut the explosion was something totally diffrent - it took us Dy surprise.p



V I S U A L  L A N G U A G E

Each story line, protagonist and their world has an assigned frame in 
this «oetic �osaic of a city. /he ca�era oLserves in �ostly static 
taLleauÝ. /he i��oLility of the i�a}e reinforces the feelin} of 

ca«tivity in an unLearaLle situation and lac� of «olitical develo«�ent.

As the protagonists manage to escape their dissociative state and the 
paralysis gives way to new vitality, the visual language also changes. 
/hese liLeratin} �o�ents Leco�e an ode to resilience and resistance.
/he ca�era Lrea�s away] frees itself fro� the tri«od and acco�«anies 

čya] čndrea] -eli�] �a�al E  aLila ener}etically] inti�ately and 
wercely on their «ath of transfor�ation. 

�il�in} real life as it ha««ens] Lit Ly Lit] over the course of three years 
was crucial for this «ro�ect. �ivin} the ti�e to Leco�e invisiLle as a 

tea�] to let the ca�era dissa«ear. 	y always Lein} there] for the 
morning coffee equally as for the hardest moments.



The electronic music duo HVOB composed a remarkably 
tender score for To Close Your Eyes And See Fire. 

�a�ous around the }loLe for their si}niwcant sound of 
the hardest and yet the softest kind, HVOB has played 

plenty shows in Lebanon, over many years. 
Through their strong bond to Beirut and its people, 

they did not only co�«ose the ori}inal score to the wl�] 
Lut also Leca�e «art of the wl�in} «rocess.

�6"	 were one of the wrst international artist to return their live show 
to the country, as the clubs started opening up again post 

eÝ«losion. "ne of their concerts is now «art of the wl�. čndrea looses 
herself to their music before everything takes a sudden turn. 

The title track to To Close Your Eyes And See Fire 
is called ‘Home‘ and will be released ‘Home‘ and will be released ‘Home‘

by HVOB in March 2025.
www.hvob-music.com

O R I G I N A L  S C O R E  -  H V O B



C R E D I T S

TITLE

DIRECTORS
DOP 

EDITOR
MUSIC

SOUND DESIGN
COLORIST

PRODUCED BY
SUPPORTED BY

PRODUCERS
WORLD SALES

FEATURING

GENRE
LENGTH

LANGUAGE  
SHOOTING LOCATION 

To Close Your Eyes And See Fire

 icola von �effern E �a�oL 
arl -auer
�a�oL 
arl -auer
�atthias Writâe
HVOB
Karim Weth
Bernhard Schlick
�olden �irls �il� E �a�oL 
arl -auer N  icola von �effern
",� �il�É�ernseh�čL�o��en] �ederal �inistry �or črts čnd 
ulture ­	��&-®

ity of 6ienna � 
ultural �e«art�ent ­�čÇ®] -creenwriters �oru� 6iennaÉ-cri«tlaL
Peter Drössler, �a�oL 
arl -auer]  icola von �effern] črash /. ,iahi] -aLine �ruLer
Taskovski Film

čndrea �ahed] čya čl �ustafa] �a�al čladdin]  aLila čladdin �a�ada
Selim Mawad, Fatima Al Dirani                                                                                                             

Feature documentary 
98 min
čraLic] 
n}lish] �rench 
	eirut] �eLanon 



º	Der	Do�Õmentarfilm	�at	`ie	�raft	Õns	tief	in	einen	Ort	âÕ	entfØ�ren°	Die	�agie	`es	
Films	�ffnet	sc�on	Leim	Dre�en	/Øren	Õn`	�erâen]	`ie	sonst	versc�lossen	LlieLen	Õn`	

lBsst	`en	Filmemac�er	mitsamt	seinem	*ÕLli�Õm	eintreten°	“instagram.com/nicolavonleffern
N I C O L A  V O N  L E F F E R N J A K O B  C A R L  S A U E R

www.jakobcarlsauer.com

D I R E C T O R S



P R O TA G O N I S T S

 icola von �effern] Lorn £�nÈ in �a�Lur}] �er-
�any E �a�oL 
arl -auer] Lorn £�n� in �la}en-
furt, Austria, met during their student days at the 

Film Academy in Vienna and developed their 
directing style and audiovisual language, over the 
«ast decade. *revious short wl�s have }arnered 
international attention, won at multiple festivals, 
includin} Lein} no�inated for the čustrian �il� 
čward and led to this wrst feature len}th «ro�ect. 
/heir hearts Leat for coura}eous reLels] «oetic 

cinema and intimate portraits.

First coming to the region over twelve years ago 
throu}h  �" wor�] �eLanon stayed dear to our he-
arts ever since. �n Óä£x we «roduced E directed the 
short docu�entary ¹�aw �ahraLaº ­Winner 6ienna 
-horts® focussin} on the electricity crisis in 	eirut and 
the many refugee camps who suffer from this ongo-
in} issue. �n recent years we followed the �eLanon 
revolution with }reat ho«e and the 	eirut Llast with 

great horror. 

¹/o close your eyes and see wreº started as an eÝ«lo-
ration on resilience right in the middle of a spiral of 
disasters. /his wl� a�«liwes the voices of those who 
never stop pushing forward, for justice, for a future, 
for a safe place to live. Residing under the same roof 
as our «rota}onists Leca�e crucial for tellin} their 
stories in a }entle rhyth�. *art�ta�in} as a fly on the 
wall in their domesticity, portraying the personal as 
political and creating cinéma vérité during the past 

three years of wl�in}. 

B I O G R A P H Y

S TAT E M E N T



º	Der	Do�Õmentarfilm	�at	`ie	�raft	Õns	tief	in	einen	Ort	âÕ	entfØ�ren°	Die	�agie	`es	
Films	�ffnet	sc�on	Leim	Dre�en	/Øren	Õn`	�erâen]	`ie	sonst	versc�lossen	LlieLen	Õn`	

lBsst	`en	Filmemac�er	mitsamt	seinem	*ÕLli�Õm	eintreten°	“

MAFI KAHRABA (Director)
Documentary / LBN, AT 2015 / 4 min / HD / Color 

Vienna Shorts Film Festival  -  Winner ‘15

BLOOM (Director)
Documentary / UGA, AT 2019 / 7 min / HD / Color 

K3 Film Festival  -  Winner Audience Award ‘19
Berlin Commercial  -  Winner Social Impact Award ‘20

	 Diagonale Film Festival		Festival		Festival -		Official Selection ‘20
	 6ienna	 6ienna	 6 S�orts		S�orts		S�orts -		Official Selection ‘20

FØnf Seen Film Festival		Festival		Festival -		Official Selection ‘20
S�ort WavesWavesW 		aves		aves -		Official Selection ‘21

PUNKS IN MYANMAR (Director)
Documentary / MMR, DE 2016 / 20 min / HD / Color
TV Reportage 

SAFARI IN TEXAS (Director)
Documentary / USA, DE 2016 / 20min /HD / Color
TV Reportage

J A K O B  C A R L  S A U E R

F I L M O G R A P H Y ( S e l e c t i o n )

TRACES IN THE FORREST   (Co-Director, Cinematographer)
Documentary / BIH, AT 2020 / 52 min / HD / Color

Sarajevo Film Festival - Official Selection ‘22
Fipadoc, Int. Documentary Film Festival ‘23

Diagonale - Official Selection ‘23
Ethnocineca - Nominee for ADA-Award ‘23

BLOOM   (Co-Director, Cinematographer)
Documentary / UGA, AT 2019 / 7 min / HD / Color

K3 Film Festival  -  Winner Audience Award ‘19   
Berlin Commercial  -  Winner Social Impact Award ‘20

Diagonale Film Festival		Festival		Festival -		Official Selection ‘20

VIRGIN WOODS   (Cinematographer)
Fiction / PL, AT 2017 / 35 min / S16mm / ColorFiction / PL, AT 2017 / 35 min / S16mm / ColorFiction / PL, A

Austrian Film Awards  -   Nomination ‘19 
Diagonale -		Official Selection ‘18

WarsawWarsawW Film Festival		Festival		Festival -		Official Selection `17

N I C O L A  V O N  L E F F E R N



G O L D E N  G I R L S  F I L M

Golden Girls Film is an award-winning creative 
collective of writers] directors and «roducers. /he wction 
and docu�entary wl�s are focusin} on ti�eless social 
and political issues and have won more than 100 interna-
tional awards. The creative team around Arash & Arman 
T. Riahi, Sabine Gruber and Peter Drössler is the core of 

the company, combining artistic and technical skills 
developed through 20 years of experience.

www.goldengirls.at

P R O D U C T I O N



P R O TA G O N I S T S

https://vimeopro.com/goldengirlsfilm/beirut-teaser 
TEASER



P R O TA G O N I S T SP R O TA G O N I S T S




